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APZRTURA DE LA SZSIUN 


Se abre 14 sesion a las 5:00 p. me, ocupands el estrade 

ol SP. Presidente, Hon, Clare M. Recto. 

EL PRESIDENTE, Se abre la sesion, 

DASPANGACLUA DS LA LECT URA DE LA LISTA 
DE DELBGADOS Y DEL ACTA. 

SR. GRAPILO, Sr. Presidente, 

EL PRESIDENTE, Se Delegade, 

SR. GRAPILO, Vide que se dispensa la lectura de la 
lista de Delegades y del acta, y que se dé a esta por aproteda, 

EL PRESIDENTE, Hay alguma ebjecion a la mocion? (Silencic). 
La mese no oye ninguna, Queda aproda, 





DSSPACHO DE LOS ASUNTOS Q16 LSTAN SUBRE 
LA MESA DEL SR, PRESIDENTE, 


RL PRESIDENTE. Leanse les doewmertos recibides, 
RL, OFIGLAR DE ACTAS: ({insertense o veanse Acta. lo. 77). 
COBSIDSRAGIVUR DSL, PROYECTO DE RESULUCION 


OTORGANDO EI, SUPRAGIO A LOS VARONES 
& 


SuLABERE 
(Continuacion) 
LL PRESIDENTE, Esta en orden le continuacion de la 
@iseusion del proyecte de Resolucion coneediends ¢] suf ragic 





a lee varenes solamente, 


wOCION ABELLA, SU DESAY ROBACION 

SR. ABELLA, Sf Presidente. 

EL PRESIDBRTE, Sie Delegade. 

SR, ABELLA. Bm vista de que ahy muchos oradores toda- 
via sin poder hablar y quieren consunir su turne ya en faver 0 
ya en contra, pido que se pospong= la votacion de esta resolu 
cion hasta el viernes que viene, (varios voces:Ho.) es que 
la Asamblea no tiene materia de que tautar, 
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EL PRESIDENTE, Ne hay nincuna orden @spéecial fijando 


























e1 dia de 1a votaeidn, La orden especial es sobre el tiempo 

en que debe durar el debate y nada mas, Bm 18 sesién de ano- 
Ghe se ermmendé la orden especial extendiendo ol debate hasta 
61 miereoles, 41 obj«to d ol peticiém de S. S. os entender- 

lo hasta @1 viernes 61 debatey 

SR, ABELLA, Si, sofior, 

BR, GRAGEDA, Mr, President, 1 objeet to the motion just 
pesented by the gentleman of Gmarines Sur (ir, Abella.) This 
question wis already decided by the Genventiong besides this, 
the draft of the eonstitution is already finishei, so there 
is mo use extending the tiwe for the votation of the reselue 
tion. 

MR. ABELLA, But the Constitution will be submitted on 
Monday. What shall we do between now and Mondays... 

EL PRESID’PTE, La Weea va a someter a wtacién la mocién 
del distingude eaballero per Canagines, 

Los que estén confromes con la mesidén, que digan sf, (Varios 
Sefieres Delegados: sf.) Los que ne le estén, que digan no, 
(Varios Sefores Delegades, Ho.) {uedsa reehazada ia mocion, 

SR, ABSLLA, Divisidn, sciior rresidate, 

EL PRESIDEeTE, Les que estén confemes con la mocidén 
se servirdn ponerse de pie, (Cunrentea y dos Delegades se la- 
vantan,) Los que no lo est‘n, que se levanten también.) 
(Cuarenta y echo delegados se ponen d@ pie.) Yor emrenta y 
dos votos afirma ivos contra ewmrenta y ocho negativos, se 
rechaza la meeién, 

SR, ABELLA, Sl primer orader de 1a noche en contra del 
proyecto de Resolueidén 6s ¢1 distinguido Ualmliero por Manila, 


Hon. Perfeete Gregorio. 
wt peeorpertR, Tiene la palabra ei Delegade por Manila, 











NLSCURSO DEL SR. PERFECTO BN CUNTRA 
DEL PROYECTO DE RESULUTION 
























SL SR, PSRFECTO. Smo? Presidente: Esta es la primara ves 
que hago «so de 18 palabra en una tribune para hablar del suf m- 
gio femeninos. Hublera querido guardiar silencio, pers e] tener 
de los discursos que se Nap pronuneiado aqui, las ideas que se 
han vertido aqui, los prejiticios que se han aceptade eomo ver~ 
dades inconfusas, me han obligade a decir unas evantas palabras 
para qué m@ vos, aunque no sea m4s que la voz del desierto, 
puédn alarse en protests anérriea y rotunda contra ciertas pro- 
posiciones e ideas que se han lazede agui y que de ningéim modo 
pueden honrar a nuestro pueblo. 

Ss neeesario despejar prejiticios, es nesesario disipar 
ilusionés para que nuestro pueblo ne se extravie en @¢] camino 
del pregreso. Gracias a ios prejficios, gracias ¢l error, la 
humanidad se ha estraneado muchos siglos. A los nijios a quienss 
s@ les acestumbre a atemorizar eon trasgos y duendes, con fas- 
tasmas y brujos, @ sos pobres nifios tardan més en qdquirir la 
macveria de edad, Antes de que Colon se atreviersa a cruzar ¢)] 
Atlantico, 1a humanidad estaba presa por el] prejuicio de que 
la tierra es uma planicie ecwos limites llegan @ los -indes de 
lo infinite. Los navegantes no se atrevien a cruar e) Atla- 
tieco temiende perderes eR el abiemoe de los confines del mar}; 
la humanided erefa que la tierra era algo & sf como una eosa 
inasmovible; la humanidad tardé en aceptar la teerfa, de Gali- 
leo de que la tierra no es mis que um planeta que gira alrede- 
dor del gol. 

Sefier presidente: Se ha dicho a qui, que la politica es 
alge as{ como una sisterna encenagada, en donde no pusden sam 
bullirse ni hombres ni mujeres sin eneharearse. Se ha dicho 
aquf que * pureza y la virtud de 18 mujer neaufragaria, é1 


dia en que se permitiese votar & las mujerese Mato no Gs ms 
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que uma ilusiéns peron no es porqw sea una ilusién ne levante 







aguf para cprotestar energieamente contra ias insinuaciones que 





se derivan de ese prejiicio, sino porque parcee que se haes ereer 






que la virtud de nuestrns mujeres ¢s algo tan fragil que se qe 
braria ¢on @l mero eontaeto del sufragio. Xs algo asf eomo le 































miel que se diluirfa al eontacto de uma gota de rocio. vempa de 
jabén, que desaparecerfan al monor sople del halito. 43 mas, 
pareee que se da & entender que el campo masculino estd integra- 
do de sitiros; que los varones en nuestro pueble tienen tedavia 
los instintos desen@adenados del hombre de las eavernas; pariae- 
tes de 18 razas de Camstat y de Cromagnon, que hasta que se les 
presente 18 oportunidad de que las mujeres vayan al preeinte 
para votar, a fin de qw los varones, emo uncs machos impulste 
vos, Se Aprestaran a saltar la pureza femenina, par: rppetir 
en @ada eleecién la eseem del rapto de las gabinas, May la ereen-f 
cian de que el dfa en que las mujeres pudiesen votar, la eleceién 
se eonvertirfa en una especie de bacanal. Si la virtud de nues- 
tras mujeres fuese cosa tan fragil wie por adlmero hecho de que 
ondiesan votar la tuviesanque perder, bien men gu@da 6s @sa vir- 
tuds es preferible perderla ya de wna vez que no tratar de pro- 
tecer una virtud mentida, porque uma virtud que se destroza al 
~e@nor eontacto de una prueba, no os mas que un engahd, um 
ilusiém, 

no 0uede menos de levantarme ahora para anunciar que lias 
ideas vertidas en esta convensidn me han indueide a deeslarar, 
de uma vez y @laramente, que el sufragio fanenino no puedes poner 
en peligro la virtud de las mujerps filipinas, La virted de 
1.8 mujeres filipinas no es algo pasivo, ms @s algo activo 
y wilitante que estd puesta a prueoa g en todo tiempo estdé a 
prueba para demostrar, que és algo de que debe honrarse la mujer 
Filipina, Si no, que digan esas doncellas que no obstante aa 


heehe de que tienen entregado. .+ ea porazon al novio, no pue- 
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den pernitir la moner libertad al novio sin arraneer una navaja 
¢eq@ ndida y preparada para defender su honor, f@ra lea mujer fili- 



























pina @s antes ea honor que elamors,y si la virtud de ls mujer 
filipina fuese eosa tan frdgil, camo se sh hecho ereer aqui, 
qué dirfamos de 1a enballeres idad, de le dignidad, del sen- 
tide de honor de nuestros varones? xe puede aeeptar, no puede 
aceptar que el sentido de eaballerosidad de los varones mya 
desaparacido en Filipinas, para que nuestrasm mujeres per el 
mere hecho de ir &@] preeinte para elegir a los hombre que hon 
de dirfgir les negocios de nuestro gobierno, queden mal pro- 
tegidacs. 31 las mujeres mismas no pueden protegerse, aif estan 
los varoneés que estdm dispuestes a sacrifiear sange y vida 
pare mantener enhieste @)1 homor de la mujer filipina, 

¥ qué hey de la pelitfea? Bs algo han sucia, tan turdia le 
polities que no puede ponerse en eontacte eon la mujer’ Fareese 
que se hea hecho ereer a firios y Troyanos qw 12 politica es 
egengialmente eorrompidea y eorruptora, No se ha dicho ya aqui 
mada noble en favor de ia pelitiea, y sin @mbarge, sifier Pre- 
eidente, tengo pare mf, que no bay actividad humam mds nobdie, 











mas grande ay mas sublime que la actividad polftiea, Hay algo 
mas noble y desinteresade que @) servicio @ le comunidad, ¥ 
eon Bs 12 polftiea; servir a la comunidad, servir al estade, 
Si la pelftica es algo tan ecorrempidg y corruptora, came es 
que nuestre pales «+ «+ . que esta desenvolviendo eetual- 
mente, sino tambien en @] pasado, 18 mayer parte de esas perso- 
nalidades se han destacadc en las files de le politiens 
Gellexes miembros de la Convenecidm: Yo os invite | que re- 
cordsis la paginas de 1a historia de otres pueblos y de 
puebles; repasad esa 6 paginas y se encontrais um figura mais 
n@vle, ms pura, afd digne de sier respetada por 1¢ husmanidad 
que la figura del hijo de Galembe, yo quisiera saber quén es. 
¥, sin embargo, Hisal, que es ¢1 tipo ads alte de le mm 
m&alaya, se ha destacads mas prineipalmente por sus actividades 
















politicas. Vus médieo, fue artista, fue benefactor, fue m se- 


bio, mo @s come médieemn mo es ¢o poeta, no es con Gscultor, 






no @s Come nosotros 1@ rendiwos homemaje a Higal, no; sino pex~ 
que Higal, @s, @utes que nada, wm politico qw@ ee ha sacrifiea- 
do por nuestro pueblo, un politieo qus ha sabido sacrifiear té& 
do, homoress Vida, para servir & su patria, No juzguenos ia po- 
lities Gon 18 conducta de unos euantos individues que la pros- 















tituyen, Yocos prebablemente de vosetros que me eschuelmis han 






emprendide gampefas més ggresivas contra la corrupcién mitien, 
contra la corrupeién eleetoral, como 6] qw tiene el honor de 
dirigiros 1a palabra, Foees de vosotros han afrontade pmeceses 
eriminalée en ios tribumajes de justicin en eras de in «rege 
y 1& limpesn del sufrerics sin anbareo, yo os digo que eciye 
o@ dico que 821 eomo on ningds tiempy he trensigido con @) 
freude, vutde desires muy alto que i= poifties en Filipimes es 
Algo que debe enorgulleeer no solamente a los polfticos sino 
también a todo nuestro pueblo. 

EL SR, ALTAVAS,. Sefer vresidente, ¢1 plaze del orador ha 
terminade. ya. 

SR, PRISLDRWTE, Qué dice «1 Sr, Abella? 

SR, ABELLA, Quisera eoneeder cinco minutos mas 61 calel ero 


































por Banila. 

m Sm, PERGECTO,. AGRADEZCO A 1lwS CABALLEROS de esta 
convention esta opertunidad qu me eonecde para terminar 
el eoneepto ques estaba deserrellando, Asi como hay prefesion- 
ales que prostitutyen la profesiém, que haeen de la profesién 
um, wereane{ad, asi tambien hay politicos quae mo comprenden @} 
Alto sentido moral ée 1a pelities. Pero no por que hay profes 
‘les que prostituyan su profesién, se ha de despresiar la 
obognedid, 18 medieim, la ingenieria, Haya etividad mig noble 
qus le religion? Sin embarge, Bo sabeis que bay apostatas, 
que bey herejes, y n° sabeis le que se liama simenia? ‘ere 
no oorgue hay simonia, no porque haya habide apostatas y here~ 

















q 
jeshay® quien niegw noblesa y:dignidad en las religiones, De 
igualmode, séelor rresidente, hay politicos que pueden abdiear 
de cus convicgiones,hay quienen apostatan ds sus -rinsipios, 
ero C808 BON & exespeidt, Aquél HAWK elector qu, enformo y 
adebil, imeapza de levantarse de 1a gama, hace esfuersos para 
lleger G1 precinto, »ara cumplir el debey de ciudadans de votar, 













es un tipo que reresenta la generalidad de nuestros electores 






renenos electores corruptos, pero nc son ms que una exeepeién, 






















Asi G& QU@, sefor vrésidente, al plantearse esta cuestién, se 
h eonvertido en un reto a esta eonvencién, Si rechasamos 

@1 sufragio femininco, evos quiere decir que realmente tenemos 
mGhe miedo oor RB virtud denvestras muj«ren, que la virtud e 
nusstras mujeres @s alge tanfragil y que facilmente puede pere 
deree, -oFr @] mero heche de que puedan votar; pere si no han 
perdide es. virtud, orgue se iés ha dado cportunidad de ecompa- 
recer ante los tribunales de justisia com abogada, de recorrer 
al puetio para @tender a sus pasientes, como médicos, y de sex 
vir on mughas y mil aetividades humanas, per que 16 han de per 
der por @Glmero hecho de poder votar? 

Asi os que yo patrocine ea sufragio femeninio, porque creo 
que la virtud @e ia sujer filipim no puede peligrar per el sue 
fragio femenine, ni permitirdm los eleetores a que maufrague 
esa virtud y porque erco que le pclftica es la actividad néa 
noble @ que .uede eonsagrarzse wm d@ndadanc, He dicho, (aplauses,) 

RL SR, ALTAVAS, S@fior Presidente, «1 siguiente orador de 
parte de los propundaderes del proyecto de resolution es el] 
Delegade per Cebh, Sre Carin. 


Uy, PRESIDENTS, Yiene la pelabra ea Delegade por Cebh, 


DISGURSG BW PRO, DEL SR, GARIN, 
SR, GARIN, Mte President, in risingess-+ 
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SPEECH oF MR, GARIN AGAINST woMRN’s S \PPRAGE, 
wR, CARIN, Mt President, ani gentlemen of the Gonventian 
im rising to speak in favor the the resolution under devate, 







it is not my desire to eress swords with the a blest blades wh 
are Ghaapioning the eause for wmats Suffrage; neither do I 
wish to be understood that i am ana rehed enemy against any 
cause or movement Sor the betterment ani welfare of our women 
population, On the gontrary, in speaking in fuver of the reso- 
lution bevore us, 1 feel that I am advoeating a wmran(s qause, 









not the woemn's game fer the preservation of her Filipim 
virtues and ideals, her gause to maintain her present exited 
position in the Vilipine home ani sosiety, if suffrage is only 
a bungh of flowers theimmaculate beauty of woieh wuld q@ihape 
the exquisite @nederness of a Filipina wouwan, if suffrage is 
only a ¢erown of jewele whieh would add the brillianee of her 
femenine qualities and virtues, 1 w ldbe the first dcolegete 
who would gallantly profer tc women the right te vote, 4 would 
be the first troubader who will tenier to her «a song of her 
suffrage right as a sign that i am fora woman's @ause if said 
eause will bring to her happiness and contentment, 

But, Me. president, those who are born and reared in poli- 
ties tmow by actual experienee what an sleetoral fight signifies: 
we, who have been participants in «any politieal battles, ma- 
naged @leetoral eampaigns, heard volitieal speeches, witnessed 
politieal intrigues ani shemeg, ean voughsafe with our own 
gyes how damerous it is four our women to enter into the polie- 
tieal strifes ami ewin into the boiling water of political 
wrangles and skirmishes, The verbal tattle of ealumies, the 
mutual hurlings of insults, the scendalous vituperations and 
defiamations whieh are emmallly resorted to ythe candidates 
and their leaders inthe political arene to humiliate and eli- 
minate their adversaries, are too risky, too unsightly, teo fil- 













































thy for cur women te participat<. i amsure that every one of 





us is pround to be a Filipino, and to have been born in these 


































blessed beautiful isles, not only beeause the pares of i tshise 
ory are replete with aceounts of the mrveloun deeds of its 
heroes, not only beeause it has produeed martyes ant atriots 
wo had willingly effered their liver for the derfense of their 
motherland, but Also beexuse the Filipina Woman, our fair sex 
that inhabit in it, is iocoked upon as thes weetest, the most 
deliente flower, the most aderable being for whee welfere men 
have fought and perished, 
shat wohld be the direct result upom our women if they 

nee huddled into the politieal arema? one of the gurest and 
direct résulte is that, inthe heat of thes trugrzle, when pase 





sions surge high, when consideration of dignity and honor will 
be cast aside 4n order tovangiish the enexy, ow woemn in po- 
lities will be pi8ilessly lampooned,subhjected to ql@mnies, 
ami other sorts of degradations, end instaead of being the 
flower whose exquisite tenderness is the object of our love ata 
adoration they will begeme the miserable object of humiliations 
and pity, its petala no longer the immaeulate whiteness of 
firtue, but are thrown en the ground, trampled upon by 
ineonsiderate enemies, mutilated and disfigured in the mudo 

of politics. 

And what whould be the #esult upon the home and family, if 
women are given the right of suffrage? ir, yresident, one of 
the predious heritages from our ancestors of which we take 
pride of elaim, ie our family tradit ion=-that solidarity of on 
femily institutions, ami the harmony im our homes, The 
solidarity ef family institutions, is the pilar whieh supports 





the stability of a nation, In the past as in the present, we 


consider our home as the proper sphere for our woemen, 4 
place where the wife is crowned and worshipped as the queen, 





The duties and responsibilities of & good eré dutiful wife are 
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centered in the home whieh she should dignify with the purity 
of her person ome embellish it with untarnished honr and good 
name to Gommind respeet in the community, the entrance of our 
women into polities would menn the abadomment of the hemes 

w ich every good wife is obdliched to preserve desrtéon of the 
family weieh s the miasion of every women to renr end take eare 
of, the creation of um eeescary eauses for family frictions and 
dissensions, thereby threatening the pesee and harmony of the 
homes, the weakening of the solidarity of ow family institu 
tions whid: wil ¢wentualily produce the treekdewn, the dilapie 
dation of % ¢ family structure of cur comtryl Mre President, 
it is m fervent wish, @6 it sho.ld be the ardent desire of te 
all patriotic Filipinos, that our present faszily institutions 
whieh conatituce the solid roek supporting thes tabilgiy of 

our mation, tuat our homes whiecha re tie depositary of all 
sublime virtues of good distinetive qumlities of our race, 

sho 14 be pregerve!l intact, free rom the impurities of impored 
ways of mdernian. 

Ye Yresidmt, the disastreus effect of women's suffmge 
will not only create havoe om Pilipino women's virtues and 
Pilipino homes and families, but will also drain a cood portion 
of money fron our depleted treasury. 18 is admitted by the 
advyoeates of wonen's suffrjge that the enfranc isement of 
our Sonen would mean an enormous inerease not only of governs 
ment expense in time of eletion but also of t heexpense of the 
eanlidates. With the coming of the vhilipvine independence, 
there are mnuifcld finaneial problems which the government 
will hove to face, toth during the tramitory period and af- 
ter afree and @ndependent existences sheli have beenac ieved. 
Delegate Marabut of Saar, in is able defense for unieamera- 
lism, has cited to usfacts ani figures tending to show con- 
Clusively that our govermment revenues will suffer considerable 


diminution during am after ther ansitory period, in view of 
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wieh & sorsiderablenurber of delegates have voted fort ethe 
supreszion of the upper ehamber, We have agreed to diseard the 
U'PSR CRANHCR @nd te ado t unigemeralism beemuse it is believed 
that ovt govermmert eould rot very well af ord to mintain the 








luxury of a Senate during the transitory period, ani yet we 





al: know that Dieameraliem is an accepted prineiple in politi 
@al s#henee the etility and davantage cof whigh hed been t ested 
and proven for eenturiess, Some of ticee whe bad @aévoeated for 







unigameraAiem for thes ake of eeonomy are now the conspicous 
champions for the enfranchisement of our 838m wo¢men whieh 
will double er treble not only the government election expenses 
but also the expenses of the eandidates, The inerease of govern 
ment eleetion expenses, if suffrage will be granted to women, 
will be ror than @nonught te maintain the upper chamber which 
this Cenventien, has been fit te abelish for the mke of eeo- 
nomy. And what ie the practifal advantage of woman's suffrage te 
justify its adoption by this Cenvention in preference BI CAMEM- 
LISM? I want this question answered especially by Delegate 
Abella ef Gamraines, Del qgaete Osias of Launion, and Delegate 
Boear of Samr, who are the ardent adveeates for the abolition 
of bieameraliem for the sake of egomomy, but who are now the 
uncompromiging paladins for women(s suffrage ntowkthstanding 
its patently ignominious luxpry. For, &s for me, if we should 
take inte consideration the undeniable fact that the husbands 
are the pertavoees of their wives and the fathers, the spekes- 
men of their daaghters, 1 could not sce any pmeticoal advantage 
of women's ballots exeept that they are a mere duplication of 
the votee of their husbands, fathwre, and brothers, 4f the gran- 
ting of sufffage of women has Gny purpes« at all, it is just 
te satisfy the vanity of few women leaders who are apinsters, 
widows, and wives who do not find happiness in their homes, 

it ie amusing tonote tat one of the salient arguments 










































for women suffrage is that women\s entranee into polities would 
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tend to revolutionize the present day campaign methods and eli- 
minate the present practices of politieal frauids ani core 
ruptions, They believe that, with their faminine charms and 
enchanting personality, they eould effectively purge out the 
existing impuriteies of present day polities, bring about 
purified goverment offigils and establish a better fovern- 





ment architcetured by féminine hands, it is illusery, not 

tp say highly preposterous, to elaim that the intervention of 
women in the politieal whirlpool will result inthe miraculous 
| disappearance of personal mudslighings, mutual defemations, and 
seathing personalities whieh the eandidates and their leaders 
usually adoot in their endeavor to bring their adversaries inte 
disrepute, contempts, and publie ridieule. He suffragist in 





the whole Philippines ean mention MA Guy woman politician in 
any of the ecountrieswhere women are allowed the use of the 
ballots who might have started a eursade against corruptions 
and perfaned practices that go hand in hand with pelities. 
Mrs. Josefa Llanes-Eseoda, & prominemt suffragist, in he# ar 
tiele published inthe Suandy Tribune of Agust 26, 1984, ad- 
mitted that "te expect women--even the Amerigan women --to 
revolutionize a nation's politieal syctem with the ballot is 
to ask the impos@ible." . "hy should women be expected to 
achieve in @ few years what men have been umable to accomplish 
in 150 yeare,” she aids, speaking of American Polities, This 
admission belies the @laim of some of her sisters ani of the 
leaders of the negative side, that the entranee of women into 
polities will bring about healthy changes am incoevations, In 
fact, Mr. UAanes-Eseoda was right in her assertion, for if we 
take into account their natural modesty and shyness, their 





delicate refinement and meek disposition, women eannot be @x- 
pected te accomplish a task of révolutionizing polities whieh 


is outside of their proper sphere of action. Inst@ad of puri- 
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fying polities, they will be contaminated with ite viees pre- 





ven by quotations ef Delegate from valewan, dragged into the 
political turmoils wher: they will beeome the pitiful victins 
of the intfiguine politicians. 

The suffragists often elaim that if women ars granted the 
right to vote, they oan wrk better in the d@doption of social 
legislations, prevent the passage of diseriminatery laws, and 
improve the laws which concern the women, This elaim is femie« 
ninely agoistie, 4t is not denied ty any suffrazist, that dur 
ing the 36 yéare of its existence, ou Mational Legislature whieh 
is composed of mer, has passed ani adopted many important 
social legislations witout the least initiative or intervention 
of any woman who arrogeteas te herself the title of "seeial 
worker,” it is not shown by any advocate of women suffrage ¢ 
that our legislater have tarnished their glorious eareers 
as such by the passage of laws Giserimimtory of ow women; 
neither ig £t proven that our legislators have been unsinédful 
to improve the laws conccrning the rights of women, begnuse lately, 
laws anending the Civil Code have been passed to eliminate unjust 
provisions concerning theparapharnal properties of woemen, If 
that is the end sought ty them in their demand te exercise the 
vicht of suffrage, then there is no necessity cof granting it 
to them beeause it is ;~roperly @ttended te by our males legis- 
lators who, theoretically and practically speaking represents 
not only the male but alse the female population, But, is it 
really true that they sould work better for the adoption of s 
social legislations, fi they are granted the ballots? Mr, 




































president, I eontend that women ean accomplish more results in 
the passage of social lecislation without suffrage than with 
euffrage, Without suf rage, our social workers have free agcess 
to all warring parties. Their movements, views, am opinions 
will reecive sysmpathetic attention from @11 political eames, 






begause, without suffrage, they are not a party to any political 
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wrangles @ui animosities. They have no politieal enemies in 


both majority and minority parties, and ali the solons are their 
friends, without distinetion of politieal eolors. Se that, the 



































social workers ean easily appreach any legislator to patronize 
any social legislation or amy law econecrning our women, While, 
if they are granted the right to vote, they will have te 
affiliate with the majorityor minority party, depending wen 
the party of their husbands, fathers, or relatives, The wives 
qnd children of the majority man, will have to affiliate with 
the majority partys and the SS4W% wives and daughters ef mino- 
rity men will have to affiliate with the monority party. If t 
the social workers or women leaders ha pen te be in the mono- 
rity party, they better stat home and eare for their children, 
for they eould not do anyt hing teward social lerislation be- 
Gause partisanship and party spirit will mot give them sw ort. 
The result will be that the women will be divided among then- 
selves there will be no gencerted action on the part of women 
population eonerming the passage of laws which effect their 
welfare ani benefit, due to their animosities ang party lines. 
The clamor for women suffrage Smitiaged by a handful of 
women in Manila is based on the assertion that the woemen of 
today are the equal of emm in point of intellect, eapacity, 
and talent, This argument is tased onthe erroneous assump 
fon that the standard of edusation, the degree of euiture, &t- 
tained by the few women leaders who demand the right to wte, 
is the standard of eftestion of the overwhelming mgjority of 
women residing in the hills ami hamelets, mountains and vilkges 
of thie country. Mr. President, while ti ean be admitted that 
some of our women are already the pecrs of momen who will be 
affected ty the grant of suffrage are yet denied that degree 
of culture, that standard of eduention, which may entitle them 
to the exercise of « Fight whieh has been exelusively for mene 
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DB know that the homely ways and custom of “aria Clara 
whose faminine virtues wem the most beautiful songs ani lines 
of ow national heroes will ebtain today among these overwhel-~ 
ming number of women populati nin the barrios and wWillage who, 
conscious of their sacred duties ami responsibilities as 
mothers and dutiful daugters, do not presunptiously daim 
equility and do mot want suffrage. But, admitting that sane 
of our women have afready attainei standard of ecdueation and eul- 
ture to make thom the equal of men, are there ne other ines 
activities im which these developed talents, these acquired 
wisdom, of our women @an be applied? Are the fields for women 
activities already ee geturated that they have to overflow 
@n@ enundate the fields designated for the activites of men? 
ventlemen, the supposed wisdom and talent of some Filipino 
woman Gam vest be applied and utilized in seienges, aris, 
social welfare, werks, and other activities agreeable te 
their sex and suited to their delicate nature ani inherent 
sweetness of their being, whieh our Almighty Ged has been 
fit to ambeliish their feminine form, if the talents, widdoms, 
and develo ed abilities of @ Pilipino woman should be allowed 
to invade the realm eof oolitieal strifes and strug,lese when 
men, in their eagerness to waquish their enemice, are necessa~ 
rily compelled to diese ct the ugly, putrificd items of her 
life ami expose her to publie ridicule umd eonterpt, 4 will 
be the first one to construct a tagrier inthe form of eonsti- 
tutional preeept to prevent the Filipino woman from going into 
the dangereus field of polities where her feminine endowments 
are deceerated and Befaned. I THANK YOU, 


SPESCH BY DELEGATE SEVILLA oF 
BULACAN 


MR. SEVILLA, Mte President and Gentlemen of the bon- 
yontion? The qyestion of grantiag suffrage to Filipino women 
is probably one of the most extensively diseussed subjects 
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that ever occupied the minde of our men and women alike, Sehools, 


eblieges ani universities theve time end again chosen thés 
topie as am untiring »roposition fer their Bebates, The press 
have eomvented, editorialised and disseetod this subject from 
every conceivable aggie until all thinkable arguments for and 
against it have almost heen exhausted. Fast lerislatures yardly 
had @ny ses;ion wherein this perenieal tooie did not cone up to 
demand their serious thought ant attention, It is probably be- 
cause women are se intertwined mot only with our hearts, our 
though te and our sentiments but also teine = pert ami pareel 
of our own veryiives api beings, mo question affecting then, 
iu however a slight degree, can pass without men taking a 
solicitous and active pert in its diseussion and reselution, 

When the last philippine Lezislaturce pasced the Equal 
Suffrege Law enfrarehising ow woemen to exereise tho right 
ef suf rage by 1935, everybody, and I for one, thowht of 
Stumbling upon this aquwstion agsin until the comuittee on 
Suffrage of the constitution Gonvention rendered its report ¢ 
granting the right of suffragé te men tlene and erascing woe 
ment altogether from the pieture. Henee, we are here agein 
back to the diseussion of the mme old questior, 

The reselution, now under dircussion says, “that the right 
of suffrage, under the eonstitution, sha’! be granted to 
male citigens only." une glenee at this réeselution and © 
eemee of injustice will at onee sssail your ecomseience. We 
must bear in mind that we ave gathered here not to legisiate 
an ordinary law whieh my be shange¢ or amerede at any tins 
by subsequent legislatares. We are anlied upen to from and 
dreft a constitution which, ty its very mature, ought to be 
stable ami enduuringse Ne constitution is worth its mame hor 
even the paper on whieh it is wirktten, whose provisions 
may be changed or altered as ensily As any ordintry law. ly 
the very nature of our task we are especially comitted ZH to 
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the principle of ineorporating only in or fundamental law 
matters of an immutable nature and igaving out those which, 
because of the rapid ehanges and developments of the times, 
gan best taken care of by the Legislatures. one of these 
matters, whieh ean be properly left out in our Constitution 
is the question of enfranchiement of women suffrage. 

The United States Congress is extending to us the dones 
Law of August 29, 1916, whieh to up now is the organie Law 
coverning thie country, wisely left to the discretion of the 
vhilippine Legislature the question of determining the quali- 
fieations of voters ineluding in it the right te determine 
whether women will eventually be enfranchised or not, This 
adnirable flexibility of theprevisions of the Jojes Law ree 
garding the qualifications ef voters is a tribute to the pru 
denee of the Ameriean Congress who knew how best toe draft an 
erganic law that .on easily meet the adapt iteelf to the 
chancing denands of progress and civilisation, Cengrees in 
leaving the matter of women suffrage fer the Legislature to 
decide, richtly forsaw ‘that under the democratic government 
whieh it was then establishing in these islands, women will 
sooner or later voiee their demanis and get their shar in 
the determination of their politieal affairs, This f ore- 
sight of Ameriean Congress was more than justified when fi- 
mally the Ameriean Congress was more timn justified when 
finally the “inth Shilippine Legislature passed Act 4112, and 
thus gave the much beleted sanction té0 the clamor of our 
female population to be able to use the polls, And yet, 





e¢ntlemen of the Gonvertion, this resolution under discussion 
would ineorporate in ocr constitution the complete disbarment 





of our women to yote without as much as affording the Phibip- 
pine Legislature, granting that it has erred in passing that 
law, a chanee to correct and amend its own mistake. 

All of us know how hard it is to ameni a constitutional 


provision, It Bakes years, decades ani probably eenturies to 
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secure an amendment ot q constitution, Right now, the Committee 






on Amendments of the Conatitutional Convention has reported 






that amendments may only be proposed by a majority of the nem 































bers of the Legislature or by a majority of the munieipal coun- 
eile ami to be ratified by 2/3 of the eleétors voting at the 





onsuing general eleetions. Urgeni eases require 3/4 vote of the 
menbers of the ~egislatur: and ratification ty 2/35 vote of the 
municipal eouneils, Amendments are rejected if not ratified by 
the legislature before the expiration of its first regular ses- 
sion or by the municipal comeils within ope year after initia- 
tion or by the voters at the general election, This only shows, 
He President, how difficult ani almost impossible will bt be 
for us to eorreect our mistakes, if mistakes we micht comoit in 
this delicate task of drafting of our constitution. 

If this resélution is pasBedg not only are we comitting 
an ingustice by denying suf frage to our womens not only are 
we wreeking und demolishing ow a beautiful structure of poli-g 
tienl equality between men and women already built by our legis- 
lature after deeades of painstaking anduntiring lImbors; not only 
are we dichonoring what injustice and in honor has laready 
become a law; but we are also condemning our women, perhaps, 
forever, to a perpetunl status of political slavery. And what, 


nay 1 ask, have our women done to deserve such a cruel and 





unusual punishment? Their only crime, if erime it is, is iy 
begcing of their brothers for something which will neither 
nde nor detract te whatever richts he is or has already been 
enjouinge Their only sin, if sin it is, consists, in peacefully 
clamering for what they hone tly oslieve, is a privibge to be 
able to help and share with their sen in exercising a socially 
useful task of choosing the officials that shall govern them 
for the simple reason they aleo fem 4 part of the governed. 
But will they get if this resolution is passed? Without as much 
as giving thon a chanes to 2 fair and impartial trial, they 









willbe convieted instead to suffer the penalty of cadens per - 
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perpetua by constitutionally prohibiting them to exereise their 
right to use the tallot, 

one of the prides of our demoeratic system of ogvermens 
is the constitutional gmrantee im our Organic law shat an 
accused persen shall enjoy the right to be heard by himself and 
te have @ public trial, Begause ef this gmrantec, even the 
hardiest of criminals qamsot be convisted of a crime without 
having his day in eourt and the benefit of an impartial trial, 
But with this reselution, women wilinot only be derprived of 
the benefit of trail whieh the vhilippine «egislature has al«- 
ready provided for them in 1925, but more than that she will 
be forever doomed to suffer politieal ignominy and oblivion, 
we gloxy and beast of the effective cheeks need in ou bill 
of righte GQgainst the exeesses of the State whmever we see 
that @ person is pretected against a second jeopardy of punish 
ment for the same offense, yet with this resolutions coming 
as it dees after thepassage off a law emancipating our wonen 
fwom their politieal sertitude, we are praction ly puting them 
of their op -ortunity towe the ballot bex,. Demoeracy! There 
ean be mo real Democracy in @ country where only one class of 
the pupulation are privileged to choose the officlas that are 





to shaped the polieies of the State, for i understand = deme- 
exatic form of zovermment to be one whieh derives all its powers 
from a great body of the society which cempose it ami not from 
an ineonsiderable proportion or a favored glass ofit. Equality? 
There ean be no true equality in @ country vhere men are supposed 5 
to be the only ones favored Wy divine right te assume the duties 
of goverment, Fraternity? There eam be no genuine fraternity 
in a country where women are gnjustly deprived from exercising 
one of the most sacred duties of eritisenship. 

Gentlemen of the Convention, let me now invite your atten 
tion to our election law ani glanee at its provisions regard- 
ing the disqualifieations preseri bed for voters, Section 452, 
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says: The following persons shali be dis, ualified from voting: 









le Any person who has been sentenced.....eto suffer not less 




























than 16 months cf improsonment....2. Those who have violated 
an oath of aliegianse 6§ the Mmited States, Se ineane and feeble 
ninded persom. 4, Deaf-mutes who gan not read and write ebes.. 





Gentlemen, i must confess that i ean not read this seetionof 
our Blection law ami remember at the sane time thepresent po- 
iitical status of our women without my conceienee rising in 
revolt. dust why our Wives, mothers, daughters and sisters 





should also be disqualified to vote and placed in the same 
Glass as criminals, imbeciles, idiots and deaf-mute who ean 

n t réad and write ie beyond all comprehension and should merit 
the righteous é@omdemnation of any sane thinking individwl, 
Thanks te the last vhilippine Legislature this anomalous situa- 
tion of our women bas been correeted, But if this resolution, 





now under discussion, is passed, we would agnin place our women 
in the outregeous position they were before. i therefore appeal 
to each and everyone of you to defeat this resoiutiog if but te 





vindieate the integrity ani the inteliigenee of Filipino yvwoman- 
hoods 

The speakers who, up to now, have upheald affimative 
Side of the proposition eentered their min objection to woman 
suffrage on the ground that family ties will be broken and 
hojes, dsruptei,. The lurid picture of abandoned families, 
the apaliing deseription of destroyed homes painted before you 
by these speakers would even put toshame the senes of disaster 
and description wrought by th typhoon that reegently hit 
Manila and the nearly provinces. it is strange indecd hew a 
Sigple typhoon ean stimulate the powers of divination and work 
hal) ueinations inthe imagination of mani If we would but ealm 





our excitement, however, and view this question from a ai spas- 
sionate angle, we will find out that theprospects are not algeo- 
gether so terrifying as has been painted and deseribed, i still 
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don’t see how the mere exercise by our women of a ‘simple 
right to vote whieh oecurs but one day eva abode, 8B wuld 
take more tham mere words for anyone to eonyinee me or anybody 
that sueh & thing would bap» en, should the f emele population 
of this commtry be extended the right of suffrage, At least, 
i ean say that those who vobeed for me last July ves 2000 
have on that seme day gone back to their farms fo rosdume their 
work ac if nothing h@s happened and sé far ave I know, no family 
ties were broken ani hue homes were destroyed, And 1 don't see 
any reason for hoistering a typhoon signal and getting @armed 
if we would enfranchise our wauen, 

Mt, ¥residat, in the constitution thai we are to draft 
it is our duty not only te provide for ithe meeds of the present 
but Slso for the demands of tie future, it weuld be gumbling 
tec much on the fate of our Wemanbood if we were to imprison 
theiw jundemental right to use the ballet ina constitution) 
preeent, which, for all we know, may Bever be amended or repeal~ 
e¢@ owine *o the inherent difficulty of ameniing the Cogetitution,. 
The Filipine women today stends onthe Thréshoid of a new end 
erester progressive life, She has, in the past, admirably kept 
pree with her brother in every phese of human endeavor, She 
hac successfully answered the Ghallenge and met the trying dé 
mands of pregrees end civilization. We eannot stem the tide 
of her advencing eulture, even if we would, for as the mothers 
of ovr some ami daughers, we would also be putting a hindrance 
tc the develorment and edueation of our children. if we believe 











that the passage of the equal Suffzage Law wis & mistake on 
the part of the legislature, let uw leave it alene te do its 
oum cerreation. But in the name of Reason and Fairness, let 
not the Gonstitution whieh we are now drafting te symboiise the 
triumh ef Philippine Lbierty, be at the ame time, a Calvary 





ef Intolerance ané Selfishenes: wiers we wuld crusify ani jeo- 
pardisze the denstiny of our womanhood, That would be unfair, 
that would be wmjust, that would be cowardly. 

































GRe ALTAVAS, Sefior Presi dente, 

SR, #RESL DEBTS, Sefier Del egade, 

Sie ALTAPAS, A opador que wa a seguir en e1 uso de 
ia palabra para sostoner la reselveién ev @1 Delegade por Cedi, 
Hon. Vieente Sotto. 

JR, #RSSI DENTE LNTERI Bo, Tiene la palabre de Gaballero 
por Gebd, 

SR, SOTTO, (V)- Sefior vresidente, gn el “Herald” de 
esta tarde he leido um informacién con este llamativo titulo: 
“only Sixty of Two Hundred Two Delegates Back Women," Fran- 
eamente eonfieso que, omnde lef la noticia, perid{ lee ganas 
de hablar aqui este noehe. rare qué hablar, si el triunfo 
de los Anti~cufragistas ya est& segurade? Elle equivaldrfa a 
enpallarse en conveneer @]1 Convenecide. (Risas.) Momentos des- 
pues, sin embargo, &1 ve ¢1 numerose publice femenino aqui 
congregado, me deeidf a hacer uso de le palabre, siquiera pam 

gue egtas dbellas y disting idas dams es enteren de alunas 
rnoomes, per las @mles nosotros, ios Anti-Syfracietas, nos 
oponeémos & iadluir el derecho de 1a mujér al vote en la Gons- 
situeiénm que s@¢ eatd redactande, (gspectacién en @1 viblies) 

HS olde con verdadera delectacién, Sr. vresidente, los 
alnes que agui ec ham entoneads a la mujer Filipins por los 
oraceres que ae preeedicren en esta brigum, For ejemplo, 
he lida las filigvanas literarias del Diputado zaucarsro Lee~ 
gin.He oido tambien los insparades versos del Diputado=pocta 
Moear,. lo wy 2 seguirles per «se eamino, La iitereturs a veces 
delita, pere no siempre convenes aladversarid. Todes ics de=- 
fensores del Sufragio Femenino bani incurrids en el pecade de 
see demmeiade “teorizante,” que dirfa el doeto BMiputade Palma. 
Olvidan que uma gone @a la “teoria” y otra is *“praction.s 
Sehiller é¢je: “los hechos son mas elecuentes que las palabras." 
D, ahi que me limite esta nome 4 adueir Meehos para convencer 
ace poeos que aun no estan gonveneiéos, de que el Sufragio 
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Femenine de e sér reghasade »or esta Asamblea, 


lio hay duda, Sr. Presidente, que en el terreno de las 





teorias, ©, mejor dieho, en @1 terreno de la discusién, los 





partidarios del Sufragio Femenino tienen argumentos eontundentas. 





Por ejemplo, ¢n contundente al argusente de) diputade Osias de 
que el eineuenta por eiente de los #ilipinos soncujeres, 






y si, 81 varon se le ha eongedido @l] yoto, mo hay razon para 





que se le niegue a la mujer, Realmente, si lo que se liam 
“pueblo” @s @1 xonjunte de habitantes de un pais, el puebie 
filipino debe ser integrade no solamente per hombres, sino 







tambien por mujeres, Tambien @s contundénte e] argumento adu- 
ciee por una sufragista belga, que, invogando ¢1l prineipic de- 
moeratieo de "“Obedenge la ley que has hecho," preguntadba: "demo 
debenos obede:cer unas leyes, en euya sonfeceién no hemos in- 
tervenideo?" Bs, asimismo, contundente la resgest. de um sufra- 
eiste francesa, euando un diputade franees dijo; "Come quieren 
las mujeres igvaldad de deredhex, si Glias no »ueden ser sol- 
dadeos?" ¥ la sufragista contesté; “Eserito, sefier Diputade, 

























nosostros, las mujeres, ne pedemos ser soldados, pero nosotras 
hacemos los soldades." (Aplauses y Risas.) vere todos estos ar- 
guemntos pueden ser refutades con 6] hecho de que las condisiones 
imperantes en les paises oecidantales eon muy distintas de las 





que predeominan en @l Oriente, Em Filipinas, nuestres familias 
continfan aun bajo un regimen patriareal, donde hay un “Ca besa 
de Famila® que ordena y manda, y todos le agian y ebedeom. 

En @1 hogar filipino, un abuelo conserva su autoridad moral se- 
bre sus hijos,nietos y biagnietes hasta la muerte, Cuantas weees, 
nogotros,les que hemes sido eandidatos a spucstes electives, 
para obtener los votoo de les Slectores, hemos tenido que visi- 
tar al abuele de una femiliaf (Apaluses y signos de ssentimicn- 
to en el publieo.) Aqui no hay mujeres ihdppendentis. Casi 
todas dependen del abuelo, padre, maride, tic, hermano o eufiado, 
Por qué y para qué han de redlamar ¢1] voto, si las mujeres ya 








os dan ddbe 



























24 
estan debidamente representadas bajc ¢) regimen patfiearehal de 
nuestzee hegares? (Agausos.) 

Hay un hecho que asalta a ia vista, Sr. Presidente, y 
es que las mujeres del PuaRle 41 voto. Buector mujeres plebveyas 





no roclaman, ni necesitan 6] wate. No he side dé ningun mitin 
popular famenine en pre del suffagico. Kl siquiera he habide 
los liamades “banquestas de avnece" de qui qui habid in otta n 
noche @]1 Du uted@ Abordo. (uienes somparecieron en las 
gudeiencia: publieas celebradas por el eomite del Sufracion de 
sete &samblea? Quienes astes ahora aqui haciende acte de pre- 
sentia y perfumando el ambiente de este aucuste reeinte? Zllas 
son pedagogas, medieas, abogadas,....¥ere Gov eertimierto dico 

ue tingune de ellas estenta la representacin popvlar femenina, 
Hucie de ellas este autorizadsa para llevar la vos del pueblo 
femenino. Sntre ¢llas me veo a ninguna mujer del pueblo. (Aplau- 
eos cn ias filas anti-sufragistas,) 

Seher rresidente, um de ias razones elegadas vor las 

distinguidas damae, ,ue comparecieren ente un Cogité de le 
Gam. ra 4@ Represcntatés, para conbritr la iiberalisacién del 





Divercio, es que elias representan a las mujeres entolicas; 
que 168 eatoliess forman ame iupensa mayoria en @sta pais; y 





que tedos les eatoliees se openen & la medida legislativa en 
priyeeto. Ahora voy a utilizar ese m. amo argunento en apoye 
de mi eposieion al sufragie femenino. vor 10 pronto, dos 
prominentes eompafieros de esta Asamblea, los Honorables Hor- 
berto Romumldes y José Maris Delgado, de euyo sincere ea- 
tolieiamo fadie puede dudar, me han asegurade que las mujeres 
eatolieas @@ Menile eetam divididas en esta eandente eusestion 
Este en lo que r espects 8 esta qaptial. Si vamos © lias islans 
del Sur, donde existe mayor musleo de hebitantes, vemos que 
log @atolieos bisayos S¢ oponen resultamente ai voto femenino, 





a jusgar por ias infermeciones y @ditorialses que trae la prensa 





de quella region. ror @jouple, "@l precursor, “ Aqui traigo 





un recorte de es 
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un recorte @ @ste organo o portavos de os eatolifos de eebu, 
que dice asi; 










Bn nuestro pais no hay problemas que resolver con la conee 


chssion de ese sgufragio. Los derechos de nuestras mujeres estan 
suffieientements gérant@zades en nuestras leyes y pretehidos 
por @1 jefe de la familia, La unidad He idealse y la solidari-«- 
dad de sentimienteos sen lecendarios y tradiei @s en 6] hogar 
de um fomilia Filipina. En tedos los easos, BR epinion del jefe 
des de femilia representa la opinion de tedes y eada uno de 

sus miembros. Todo lo sume que se legraris een la sensesion 
del sufragio @ la mujer filipiga es mulitiplisar el voted el je- 
fe y otros mianbres varenes de su familia. 0, si mo, erear un 
mobi¥ve paya que la eisafia se meta de rondon en el] hogar para 
semtmr la desunion y la disolvencia de la cohesion y «monia 
que reinan entre los miembros de la familia " $Aplausos. ) 


vero, Sefiores, he ne temmimade de leer elecditorial. 
Ahora viene le mas gordo. Eseuchadme un instante; 


"Los babites, las costumbres, la Mémasineraxia y psilogia 
del ,»ueblo filipino y el eoneepto que tenemos del amor, dé 
la Familia y del Hogar son muy distintos de la idea que los 
Amerieanos y otres pueblos aludidoe por dicha dama, tienen sobre 
@sac cosas. Una esposa am@rieana puede decir eon 18 mayor 11a- 
neaa y freseure a su mrido: 1 AM SORRY DARLING, I DONT LUVE 
YOU ANY LONGER, I LOVE RIM (sefialade al tereero en diseordia) 
AND I AM @OBEG TO MARRY HIM. ¥ @1 espeso, sin la menor turba- 
cien, ni resentimiente, le centestars ALL RIGHT BABY, YOU MAY 
HAVE YOUR DIVORCE, La @esposa, que en Filipinas diga ese & su 
marido, no sebrevive e tiempe necesatio para decir Jesus, Ma~ 
ria y Jose" (Aplauses)proleongades y ris&s sonotas en las files 


anti-sufragistas.). 


























SR, ABSLLA, St. Presidente, para una euestion de orden, 
LA MESA, (Sr. Sandike): Que diee el Caballere por Albay? 
SR, ARELLA, Ha trasecurride el tiemp coneedide al orader, 
VARIOS DIPUTADOS; Que siga, que sigal Qhe hable media 





hora mas! 

L A MSSA (Sr. Sandike)s Puede el] emdeor continuar, 

SR, SOTTO, (Prosiguiende). Bmaneipacion de lea mujer 
Filipinal Bellas palabras! Pero, Sr. Yresidente, que es le que 
aqui se ha de emancipsar, si la mujer filipina ya esta emanci- 
peda? Ne sola esta enameipada, sine que es Reina del Hogari 
(Aplauses). Aqui, por ejemple, ¢s muy eorriente oir 
de un maride, @ quien se prepone clgum negocio, esta contes- 
tacien: "Voy a eonsultar con mh mujer." Aqui la mujer es ad-— 
mini stradera y maneja los fondes de] hegar,. im China y Japen 






la mujer ni siquiexa come en la mes® een el marfde tiene 
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que servir al] maride. Pere en filipinas, euantes mrides 
estas domimdes @ controlades per sus mujeres! (Risas) Me 
en talde somos el unico pueble cristiane del vriente, y el 
Cristianiame os incompatible com le cselavitud de le mujer. 

Ahora, préegunte, SF. Presidente, Suponicnds que coneeda- 
mos @1 vote 2 la mujer, votera ella por conviecion o no? 

He ahi otxe problema a resolver, vucde darse 21 caso de que 
um eandidate “anti” tenga ume esposa “pro”. Yermitiza o 
telerara @1 maride que su propisa esposa have propaganda per 
la oandidatura de su prepic contrineante y vote por este? 

Ne seria este destruir la pas y la ammonia de nuestros 
hegares? (Aplauses). 

Hay que tener en quenta otro hecho, sr Presideute, que 
sutgiria automatieanente de la inelusien de nuestras mujeres 
en @l Conse “lecterel, a sabers sera was dificil pam el 
pobre ser candidate 2 puestos electives, perque se duplicne 
ran los gastes, Aun preseindiends de la soapra de votes, 
hay gastos impreseindibles para tode cnndidate., we refiere 
al trasporte F comida pare lcs slecterss Las eleaciones de 
Diputades a ka Asambleacenstituyente, por ejemplo, fueron 
las os limpies que se kan registrade en este pais, /ruetn 
fe lea que digo ee que ningum pretesta se ha fiundade en 
frandes 6 compra de votes. Todas 1as6 protestas recibidas se 
TAseban em la euestion de residenmeia legals. VY, sin enbarge, 




























hay que admitir que nosetros, quien mas, quien menos, salve rae 


ras @xeepeiones, hemes zastade dinere m comida y tasporte 
de eleetores? por que? Porque hemes llegado 4 um punto én 
que @l] eleeter ne quiere bajar de su domieilio, si no ha da 
ir en autebus y comer fuera de ceca, (Murmullos y signos 
de aprobecion en tedos los seeteres.) Pues bien, @] dia cn que 
las mujeres voten, eresis que elias bajaran 46 sus easts, si 
no ee les ha de tregar igual o mejer que & les hombres? 
Deseo tambien llamar 14 atencion de esta Asamblea, Sr. 
Presidente, hacia ol reciente ease de Uspafite Yor la religion 
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usos y costumbres, por nuestra cenviveneia de mas de tres 
siglios con los espaficles, hay hucha afinidad entre espaficlas 
y filipinmas. Vosotros recordareisa sue la Republies ‘epafiola 
ha coneedide el vote a la mujer, jue hize ia mujer espaiicla 
n les primeres elececiones en que tome parte? Voto por lee 
nenigis de le xepublica <spafela, colecande en el poder a les 
monarguices disfrasados ds républicanos. Hay was todavia 
ni siquiera reeligio a la Jiputada Clare Campoamor, autora 
adel exeyeeto de Ley del Sufragie Femenine en Espafial Conse 
cuencias (spafa esta ahora en revclugion, “searamcntaremes 
on enbeza egena? No se repetira aqui la historia? (Aplausos). 

UrGO, re | residente, gue debemos hélar delgade on este 
agunte del sufragio femenino, se traja de un nueve experimente,. 
ho olvidais que, si cometemos un error, ser dificil recetifie-e 
earlo a tiempo, Umi As@mbica Constituyente se reune de higos 
a breves, sn cambio, si dejamos este asunto « if uceislatura 
nacional, esta tendria las minos libres, y podria rectificar 
su errer 41 siguiente afie, De ahi que "The Dawn", revista 
portaves de las damas aqui presentes, cnsefiando lea oreja, dije 
mn reclento editoriel: 

"L@t ua hope that our filipino leaders will rapect and 
gafequarad the woman’s rights won during the Ameriean re- 
eime, writing them in the Constotution of our republie so that 
nO leeislature shall tanper with then in the future, 
se han pereatade lea Gabslleres de lea Asamblea de la frase 
"so that ne legisleture shell tamper with them in the future? 
(turmellos en las galeria). . 

me @1 movimiento femenino osta freeastido on @1 mundo, 
lo denotra, St. presidente, la vida languida ds le “Alimnza 
-ornacional para ¢@1 sufragio femenino." Segun una moder 


én 


 SneLelopedtia mundial, se funde en Washington 1 14 de 


* 


Pebrero de 1902, La Alianze tiene por ebjete obtener e] 


‘«@ 


sufragio vy 1m elicibilidaé pera las mujeres en todos los pai- 


ses, y umir & todos los partidarios del voto femenino del 


sunée entere en une organizaci "on efieas y fraternal, rues 
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‘ien: 68 speiedad édita ahora en Roterdam un boletin mene 



























unl, titulade “Jus Sufvagii"s redactade en ingles y franees 
y tiene solanente nueveeientos eumrenta suseripteres en todo 
el mundo. 31 18 cireulacion de un periodico es el baronetro 
de sux aonptacion por ¢1 publieo, diehe se esta que uma socie- 
Gad, cuyo organo officiel eventa solewente con nuevecientos 
cusrents suseripelicnes en tedo e) «lobe tarreaques, esta muerta 
O, por le menos, moribunde, (#ieas, 
Voy & teorminar, Gre /residente, inviterde la atencion 
de esta Asambien hacia dos heehes sicnifiestivos. Ke obser 
vadeo gue tanto las Gamas que eompereciewen ante el Comite del 
ufragio, como las yue aqui estay presevtes, easi todas tomaron 
parte activa en lag passdas esnpsiies electoral en favor de la 
nctual Gposicion, 
VARIOS DELECADOS, Que, quer? 
Sk. GeTTo, \“n faver de les "*pers.*® 
ViUuS DIPUTADOSs NOyg DO,g N06 
SR, CLARLM, A l& prueba] Se pueden mencionar los nombres. 
SR, SuTTO (vresiguiendo, ve obeervade #ambien cue casi 
tedes los Viputades, que fevorecen ol sufzegio femeninc, mlie 
tan en lo act mkkilskt Opecicion, o, mejor dicho, von “pores.” 
SR, SOTTO. (Proseiguiende),. Ante eatosa hechos signifi- 
cativods, ote Yresidente, forzese @@ lieger 4 Ju conclusion 
de aue &l pareercer, “les homhres que csyexon ahora eaer 
sobre los hombres de la mujer filipina para volver 41 soder,” 
He termingde y muchas GRACIAS, (0vacion delirante, Varios 
Siputades ee levantan de sus asientce para felicitar al orador, 
SR, ABELLA, #21 siguiente orader es @1 Deleyado por Cebu, 
+ VIO8 PREQIDNBYE, Tione la palabre 1 Delegads por Cebu, 


, 





wR, woNCADO (Im Ingles. =~ insert here, 
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(A las 6:47, el segundo vice vresidente. ce den- 
cia a] Delegade Villanueva (H.). . ae 


MR, OSIAS, Will the gentleman suffer a little inter 
ruption? The gentleman has been reading an interesting sita- 
tion, and from the delectation cf the Assembly, i would 
request that copies be distributed to each and every member 
of this Assembly, 

MRe MONCADD, YOSeq 

(ute Moneado reading a citation as follews: We have 


all seen not Adam ssessces 


LEVANTAWLENTO DE LA SES1ON 

GRE ALTAVAS, Sree vresidente, 

SL PRESIDENTE INTS2ino, Sefier senader, 

SR, ALTAVAS, Pide que se levyante la sesion hasta 
mafiana a las cuatro. 

RL PRESIDENTE INTERINO, Hay alguna objecion 4 la mocion? 
(Sileneie). La Mesa no oye ningum, Queda aprobada, 

Be levanta la sesion, 
Eran las 7:05 pe Me 





